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"Shenandoah" is genuinely American. The song seems to have originated in the early nineteenth century as a land ballad in
the areas of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers, with a story of a trader who fell in love with the daughter of the Indian
made its way down the Mississippi to the open ocean. The song had great appeal for American deep-sea sailors, and its
rolling melody made it ideal as a capstan chantey, where a group of sailors push the massive capstan bars around and

Chief Shenandoah. This enchanting song was taken up by sailors plying these rivers in keel and Mackinaw boats, and thus
around in order to lift the heavy anchor.

Few sea chanteys originated in this country since we were a brand new nation in the days of sailing vessels, but
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